The Chris Burton Jácome Flamenco Ensemble

Chris Burton Jácome is one of the most in-demand flamenco guitarists in the United States. Rarely is an artist capable of touching the hearts and souls of people of all ages, cultures and backgrounds. Chris studied flamenco in Seville, where he learned how to accompany flamenco dance and singing from the best-known names in Spain. Chris’ ensemble includes flamenco singer Olivia Rojas; flamenco dancers Martín Gaxiola, Bernadette Gaxiola and Lena Jácome; with electric bassist Adrian Goldenthal and percussionist Kris Hill providing the rhythmic foundation. Chris’ group is one of the most innovative and inspiring new acoustic flamenco groups in the U.S. 

Chris’ ensemble provides the best of the art of flamenco with each performance. “A lot of audience members usually don’t know the amount of communication and interaction that occurs in a live flamenco performance,” Chris says.

The true art of flamenco can’t be achieved as a soloist. The art of flamenco is borne through collaboration. With the haunting songs and beautiful melodies of the flamenco singer, the dancers find movement and rhythm, the guitarist finds harmony and dynamics, and in turn each artist inspires the other, creating a twisting tornado of duende (magic, inspiration) of intertwined artistic spirit and energy.

Each powerful show is different. With such collaboration and improvisation, the artists themselves find every performance to be a completely new interaction with each other. “It’s always exciting!” Chris exclaims. “Although we know each other like family, we are all constantly surprised and genuinely intrigued by what happens once we get on stage. We are so in tune with one another’s thoughts, yet there are always new aspects of each artist that come out every night.” 

“Then throw in the energy of a live audience!” Chris continues. “They’re the icing, the unknown energy that brings the real fun to the party. I’m addicted to ‘Olé!’”

Please feel free to shout words of encouragement like “Olé!” and “Toma!” as the performance gets underway. All of the artists in the CBJ Flamenco Ensemble wish you a wonderful, duende-filled evening of flamenco!
